3 Essays for String Quartet
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The conversational nature of string quartets has always
been a source of fascination for me, and in my life as a
composer, it is an instrumental ensemble that has
afforded me a great deal of freedom to experiment with
musical ideas— rhythmic, harmonic, and otherwise—- in a
setting that rewards careful and deliberate choices. One
of the more revelatory experiences that I have had as a
composer came with my Hummingbird quartet, which
allowed me to experiment with simple rhythmic motifs
as the primary musical ingredient.

In this set of essays for string quartet (I acknowledge my
debt to the great Samuel Barber for the form), I have
attempted to retain that style of development while
introducing more dissonant and colorful harmonic
variations. In setting out to write each of these pieces, I
have centered on a simple idea, first expressed in the
opening meaures— a upward cascading series of ideas
that vaguely rests in an E-flat major tonality. This simple
cell, to which the music returns in an almost manic,
obsessive manner, is the kernel from which all future
music is derived, a sort of seed from which grows the
rest of the work.

The noted tempi are in a real sense somewhat
aspirational, and they may be very difficult to achieve.
Performers should take comfort in this realization, and
choose a pace that allows for precise rendering of the
notated pitches and rhythms, rather than a strict
adherence to—- for example— a true Presto in the third
movement.

This piece is dedicated to Christopher Wills, a
composition professor who, in my formative years in
college, never ceased to challenge me to be adventurous
in my writing. I hope I have done so here.

October 2017, Colorado Springs, Colorado
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